College Information Night
April 4, 2011

College and Career Website http://www.1bcs.org/high_school/college_and_career.php 
· College Information Handbook 
· College Comparison Worksheet
· PSAT, SAT & ACT, THEA testing info & Test Prep info
· Local Scholarship Handbook for Seniors
· Internet Resources

Handbooks listed under “Documents” on the BCS website
· 2010-2011 Student Handbook
· 2010-2011 Athletic Handbook
· 2010-2011 High School Course Selection Handbook 
· 2010-2011 College Information Handbook 
· 2010-2011 BCS Dual Credit and Concurrent College Course Guidelines & Course List 

PSAT
· 9th-11th graders take the PSAT in October. October 12th is the 2011 test date. In January I go over the test results with the students. I send an email to all 9th-11th grade students and parents in January with test results information. The “Improve Your Skills” section is the most effective way to improve SAT scores because it’s individualized for the student and it’s free.

SAT/ACT Tests
· Difference between the SAT & ACT. There are no clear, widely accepted rules that determine whether a student would score higher on one test or the other. 
· To decide which to take, go on each website and do the sample questions. Sample tests are available in books, magazines, online, etc. Take both SAT/ACT practice tests.
· There are 2 comparison documents on the College & Career website. 
· On the ACT, English, Math, Reading and Science count equally. Students who don’t do as well in Math or Writing may get a better overall score on ACT.
· How to add up the SAT/ACT scores. Even though total SAT is 2400, only count reading and math. Beginning in Fall 2012 the writing portion will be counted. Must take the Writing section in the ACT.
· College Comparison Worksheet. This is not meant to discourage. It is meant to help students in reality planning as opposed to fantasy planning which will discourage them. 
· When to take & how often to take SAT/ACT? If student plans to attend a selective 4 year university, plan to take SAT/ACT in May or June of Soph year and then in the fall and spring of your Jr year. 
· Calendar for tests. Register 1 month in advance of test. Get scores back 1 month after test taken
· Not penalized for taking it 3 times. 
· By taking it early you have opportunity to take a test prep course to raise score.
· This year BCS offered an SAT/ACT Test prep course as an elective during both semesters. There was no additional cost for the course. It was an online course. Those students who took the course should register for the upcoming May/June SAT/ACT courses. 



Course Selection Handbook
· Even more importantly than SAT/ACT scores is to take challenging courses and get good grades. SAT/ACT scores are only one piece of the admission process.
· Choose competitive courses. Choose course work beyond required minimums. 
· Be advised that once you choose a Math track, you may not be able to change it later in high school. 
· BCS will be stricter in allowing students to take or not take PAP and/or AP courses. Students need to have demonstrated success in the 9th grade. They can’t wait until the 11th grade to decide to take PAP/AP courses.
· This year, 2010-11 is the first time the Student Handbook no longer contained the graduation requirements and course listings. That information is not found online in the “Course Selection Handbook”. The 2011-12 Course Selection Handbook will be out soon. Secondary students will be selecting their courses for next year at the end of April or first of May. The 2011-12 Course Selection Handbook will be online prior to that for parents and students to make their choices.

[bookmark: _Toc116524766]Advanced Placement (AP) Program 
The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools, colleges, and universities. AP courses designate a differentiated curriculum in preparation for the AP College Board examination. The program allows high school students to undertake college-level academic learning in AP courses and gives them the opportunity to show they have mastered the advanced material by taking AP exams. AP and Pre-AP class grades are weighted to determine overall CNA and GPA. AP courses make substantial academic demands on students.  The students are required to do considerable outside reading and other assignments and to demonstrate the analytical skills and writing ability expected of first-year students in a strong college program. Students learn study skills and habits that are valuable to a beginning college freshman. In some cases the students are required to purchase the textbooks for these classes. The cost of the textbook is in addition to regular tuition.
The students in Pre-AP and AP courses are expected to maintain a weighted grade of “B” or better. If the student’s grade drops below a “B”, the student may be moved to a regular class at the end of the semester unless the Head of School or Secondary Principal grants a special exception. 
All AP courses are under review through a College Board audit for awarding AP credits. Some AP offerings could be replaced based on the audit results.
To be eligible for Pre-AP and AP classes, a student must meet all of the following requirements:
be recommended by a teacher in the academic area of the course under consideration.
be highly motivated, possess good study habits, and be self-disciplined.
have received a grade of 90 or higher in previous academic class; or 85 (non-weighted) or higher in previous Pre-AP class; or 75 (non-weighted) or higher in previous AP class
receive approval of the teacher of the Pre-AP or AP class and administration.

The AP College Board exams are administered at BCS in the spring according to the schedule set by the College Board. There is a charge for each test and the cost is the responsibility of the student. All students enrolled in AP classes are expected to take the AP exams unless the Secondary Principal makes an exception. 

FAQ About AP Classes
· How do AP classes prepare me for & help me get into college? 
· AP classes are college-level classes. The students are required to do considerable outside reading and demonstrate the analytical skills and writing ability expected of first-year students in a strong college program. Students learn study skills and habits that are valuable to a beginning college freshman.
· As AP classes are weighted (CNA multiplier of 1.1 and 1 point above Academic classes on the GPA scale) student’s grades and therefore class rank are higher. As many colleges automatically admit only the top 10% or the top 25% of the graduating class, it helps the student in college admissions.
· Depending upon the AP exam score, the student may earn college credit.
· How many BCS students pass the AP exam & earn college credit?
· It’s not a matter of passing the exam. AP College Board exams are scored on a 1-5 scale.  Most colleges and universities will accept grades of 3, 4, or 5 on the AP exam and allow students to “place out of” equivalent freshman courses in college, sometimes with credit and grade points. This is at the discretion of the university, and it is not guaranteed that all AP scores will be accepted and allow students to “place out of” course work.  
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BCS Online Academy
BCS On-Line Academy offers more than 75 different Bible-centered on-line courses for a wide variety of applications and purposes.  Students may consider BCS On-Line Academy courses for these reasons:
Credit Recovery or Remediation to address students with academic deficiencies.  Students needing summer school credits or needing to make up credits for timely graduation should consider BCS On-Line Academy classes to resolve these needs.
Transfer Credit Recovery to allow students with scheduling difficulties to conform class schedules and graduate on time.
Home School or Home-Bound Education
Independent Study, Advanced Placement or Dual Credit Courses

AP classes will count toward GPA and the CNA and will be weighted on the high school transcript. Dual credit courses will count toward GPA and the CNA but will not be weighted on the high school transcript. BCS students may not enroll in on-line courses if the same course is taught on the BCS campus unless there is a scheduling issue. Tuition for on-line or AP classes which are required for graduation but are not accessible to on-campus students will be paid by the school; all other costs are the responsibility of the student’s family. Participation in any on-line course by students attending BCS requires prior permission from the Head of School or Secondary Principal. For more information on BCS On-Line Academy, call the school or visit the BCS website.

Dual Credit Courses and Concurrent College Courses
(See Dual Credit packet available online)



College Transfer Requirements
	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:C11]College
	# of transferable academic hours at time of registration deadline
	GPA required 

	University of Houston
	15-29
	2.50

	University of Houston
	30+
	2.00

	Texas A&M, College Station
	24
	2.50

	Sam Houston State Univ
	12 to 17
	2.50

	Sam Houston State Univ
	18+
	2.00

	Texas State
	30+
	2.25

	University of Texas, San Antonio
	30+
	2.00

	University of Texas, Austin
	30+
	unspecified

	Some majors & colleges (within the university) have additional selection criteria over and above the general admissions requirements.

	Transferable credit must  be completed before the registration deadline for the semester to which you are applying. Example: If the Registration Deadline for Fall semester is May 1, the college hours you are currently taking in the spring semester do NOT count towards the "# of transferable academic hours at time of registration deadline". 





Planning for College
As a parent you can help your child prepare for college by creating a checklist of deadlines and requirements. The student is in charge of the application process during their senior year. But you must help them in the planning process.

I plan backwards. So my advice is this:

In the summer prior to their Sr year, the student should have:
· narrowed their college choice to 2 or 3
· visited the 2-3 colleges of their choice
· taken the SAT/ACT and be satisfied with their score. 
· Decide the major/college within the university they will put on application
· begin the application process online on August 1st of their Sr year (before school starts). Don’t apply to 9 colleges.  Don’t apply to any college that you haven’t visited. 
· The most selective colleges may have the earliest deadlines. A&M closing date may be in Dec by the time your student graduates, but if you want your choice of major you must apply the beginning of November.

Have your decisions made when your Sr year starts. So in order to take the pressure off your student and help them to be prepared the first day of their Sr year, I recommend the following:

7th & 8th Grade
1. Study skills
2. Responsibility for homework & assignments

9th Grade
1. Official high school transcript used for college admissions includes grades from 9th-12th.
2. Begin resume. Include total hours in each category.
a. Extracurricular Activities
b. Community Service/Volunteer Work
c. Talents/Awards/Honors
d. Employment/Internships/Summer Activities

10th Grade
1. Update resume
2. Start looking at colleges. Remember that decisions regarding where you want to apply need to be made by the start of your Sr year, so that leaves 10th & 11th grades to check out colleges.
3. Take the SAT or ACT in May or June if you plan to attend a competitive university. Take the writing component of the ACT even though it’s not mandatory.

11th Grade
1. Update resume
2. Plan to take SAT or ACT in the fall & possibly again in the spring. Take writing component even though it’s not mandatory.
3. Visit Colleges. Students are allowed three college visitation days per year for their Junior and Senior years. College days must be pre approved by administration. Parent must fill out a “College Day Absence Request Form”.
4. Colleges plan “event” weekends in the fall of the Jr Year.
5. College application essays will be worked on in Jr English classes at the end of their Jr year.
12th Grade
1. Update resume 
2. Do you need to take the SAT or ACT again? Some colleges require specific SAT/ACT scores for automatic acceptance. 
3. “Apply Texas” the online college application for Texas colleges and universities is available online after August 1st. Lots more info about this in the College Info Handbook on the website. There are some deadlines the end of Nov and the first of December.
4. College application essays will be worked on in Sr English classes if necessary.
5. Request high school transcript to be sent in with application. Give BCS five school days to mail the transcript. Check transcript for accuracy in advance.
6. Financial aid applications. FAFSA is available January 1st.
7. Attend an “event” weekend at the college of your choice.

Choosing a College
· College Visitation Days (these are the days that you and your child can attend with prior permission if on a school day from the principal) are listed on the BCS College & Career webpage as well as on each college website. This info can be included in college applications if official college tours, not drive thrus. 
· In addition to the special college visitation days that you need to attend with your student, I plan to take the 9th graders on college visit days to Houston/Galveston area colleges and the 10th grade on two separate college visitation days to colleges farther away. This should not replace the college visit days you and your student go on. BCS graciously allows me to do this. There is a cost involved to cover transportation.

Choosing a Major
· Career Direct Online Assessments. BCS provides the Career Direct Guidance System for our high school students free of charge. Career Direct examines personality, interests, skills and values. The 10th graders take the test as part of their Bible curriculum. This online assessment is available to all BCS 10th-12th grade high school students. Current 11th-12th graders that haven’t taken the test are welcome to take the test. The assessment can be done online at home. After the assessment is completed, you will receive a comprehensive report that can be immediately viewed, printed and/or saved to your computer. Career Direct offers online resources to help the student identify potential careers and college majors that match their unique combination of God-given interests, personality, skills and values identified in the assessment. There is no charge for the first registration key. There is a $15 fee for the second registration key if the first key is lost.

Dates to Remember
· For current Juniors, August 1st is when the applytexas.org online college application opens.
· For current 10th & 11th graders interested in the SAT or ACT tests:
· SAT test date May 7, registration deadline is April 8
· SAT test date June 4, registration deadline is May 6
· ACT test date June 11, registration deadline is May 6
· For current 9th-11th graders, National College Fair, Tuesday, April 19th, George R Brown Convention Center. More info is in the BCS Update.
· [bookmark: _PictureBullets]For current 9th-11th graders, Schedule college visits, check out college event days
· For current 8th-11th graders, plan your summer activities keeping college applications in mind
